
 

 
 

Fluorescent Lamp Management 
 

Connecticut has adopted the Federal Universal Waste Rule with respect to fluorescent lamps.
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Under these regulations, generators of fluorescent lamps are no longer required to manage such 

lamps in accordance with the hazardous waste generator requirements, but may instead manage 

them in accordance with the Universal Waste Rule.  

 

The Universal Waste Rule provides a set of streamlined regulations to reduce the regulatory 

burden by allowing longer time for the storage of the wastes, reduced record-keeping 

requirements and consolidation off-site without a permit. There are five waste streams that can 

be managed as a universal waste in Connecticut. These universal wastes are: 

1. Batteries, 

2. Mercury-containing thermostats and other mercury-containing equipment, 

3. Certain pesticides, 

4. Lamps (including but not limited to fluorescent, neon and mercury vapor lamps), and 

5. Used electronics. 

 

Lamp crushers and bulb-eaters are prohibited in Connecticut.  

 

In general, a handler can store a universal waste on-site for no longer than one year from the date 

the universal waste is generated, or received from another handler. A small quantity handler can 

accumulate not more than 5000 kilograms total of universal waste (batteries, pesticides, 

thermostats, lamps and used electronics collectively) at any time. A large quantity handler can 

accumulate 5000 kilograms or more of universal waste (batteries, pesticides, thermostats, lamps 

and used electronics collectively) at any time. 

 

Universal waste does not count toward generator status. Universal wastes do not need to be 

shipped on a manifest. A small quantity handler of universal waste is not required to keep 

records of shipments of universal wastes unless the waste is being exported to a foreign 

destination. A large quantity handler of universal waste must keep a record of each universal 

waste shipment received at the facility and a record of each universal waste shipment sent from 

the handler to other facilities.  

                                                 
1
 Connecticut’s universal waste requirements are found in Section 22a-449(c)-113 of the state hazardous waste 

regulations. This section incorporates the federal universal waste requirements at 40 CFR 273 with certain additions 

and modifications. This section was first adopted on October 31, 2001, and was modified on June 27, 2002. At the 

time that the Universal Waste Rule was adopted, Connecticut also changed its solid waste regulations to add a new 

Section 22a-209-17) that imposes universal waste requirements on non-hazardous lamps m Connecticut. 


